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| Member of Parliament, &c. 


SIR, 


- OU have defired my Thoughts on 
I the Propoſition now depending for 
laying a Duty on Silver Plate. It 
| ſeems to me that there is ſcarce a Head of 
Objection, which does not contribute ſome- 
thing towards forming the grand Sum-Total 
of its Abſurdity. It is unneceſſary, it is im- 
politic, it is unjuſt, it is imprudent, it is of 
dangerous Tendency. As I am not fond of 
multiplying Epithets, I ſhall endeavour to 
prove that I have not uſed one of theſe 
lightly, © or without ſufficient Foundation. 
Ks - Bur 
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But before I enter on that Proof, forgive” 
weil ſtop + Moment to lament the pnhap- | 
PY. dec e I ſuppoſe diſtreſſed and exhauſts. 
ca, State of our Country. We are now en- 
gaged in a War, in which, if any Judgment 
can be formed of the Deſigns of our Ene- 
mies, from the Number of foreign Troops 
which the Miniſters are bringing into the 
Kingdom from all Parts, our Exiſtence as a 
Country muſt be fought for againſt the moſt 
formidable Enemy in Europe. The War in 
America is as much forgot by the French, as 
it is by our Miniſters. The Maxim of our 
Enemy, I ſuppoſe, is, Delenda ef Cartbago; 
and we muſt owe it to our Arms, if we any 
longer exiſt as a People. What a melancholy 
Conſideration is it then that now, in the very 
Beginning of the War, in the firſt Vear in 
which it has been thought neceſſary to lay 
additional Taxes on the People; the great 
and wiſe Miniſter, in Whole conſummate 
Abilities all the Sinews of the War, the 
whole Conduct of the Finances of this 
Country, 1s entruſted, upon the moſt mature 
Deliberation, and with the very utmoſt 
Stretch of his whole Faculties, has not been 
able to make a ſingle Propoſition on the Sub- 
ject of Pos, (the inconfiderable one on 


 Caxdy 
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Cards and Dice only excepted;) the Impro- 
priety of which has not been ſo glaring and 
notorious, as inſtantly to revolt the Mind 
almoſt of every one that has heard it. 
When we conſented, in a Manner totally 
ene, to mortgage the S—k—g 


d, in the firſt Inſtance, as a Security 
or dhe two Millions borrowed; it was ſo- 
lemnly promiſed, that a Variety of Taxes 
| ſhould: be offered, that Pt might 

make Choice of thoſe which were moſt pro- 
per to replace the ſeventy Thouſand Pounds 
Intereſt of thoſe two Millions, It happened 
indeed that thoſe whoſe Offices obliged them 
to propoſe the Taxes, did not juſt then fully 
underſtand them ; but it was hoped, that in 
- little Time they would learn, and be able 
to repeat, their Leſſon. This mighty Pro- 
miſe was fulfilled, by offering a Variety, tho 
not a Choice, of Taxes; for the eſtimated 
Produce oſ all of them together, did but 
barely replace the Intereſt of the two Mil- 
Hong. 

The firſt was a Tex on Bricks and Tiles. 
The laſt was a Tax (now depending) on 
Plate. The former ſcarce outlived the firſt 
Explanation. By the univerſal. Conſent of 
Mankind, Plaudente populo & fen—tu, it 


was 
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was baniſhed to the Land of Dreams. 


That the other ſurvived its Collegue was 
owing to a Variety of Accidents; for 


' thoſe who heard it propoſed were Eger 
ly ſtrong in their firſt Opinions againſt 


this as againſt the other. Some of them 


indeed changed their Opinions, and with- 


out Doubt on Conviction. It happened 
too very unfortunately,” that many of thoſe, 


who, though in general deeply ſenſible of 


the Wiſdom and Virtues of the Miniſter, bad 
on this Occafion diſſented from this Propo- 
fition, and in the moſt eager Terms excited 


' oTHERStoOppoſition, wereon a ſudden ſeized 


with an epidemical Diftemper, and prevented 


from attending their Duty, as without Doubt 


they wiſhed to do. The Propoſition there- 
fore has been obtained. But J confeſs to 
you, that fince it has been agitated, I figs 


not been in a ſingle Company, either in 


Town or Country, in which I have not been 
warmly ſolicited by People of all Denomi- 


nations, to give my Vote againſt what they | 


call the odions Plate-Jax. 


If this Cry is general, and I "eilly be- 
ler it is, I will venture to ſay, there never 


was a Cry which was more the genuine Voice 
of the People. Theſe are not Days when 
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Clamours. are artfully fomented, in order to 
be eechoed back again. Thoſe who might 
be ſuppoſed to- profit — by ſuch Arts have 


ſhewn mme une of employing 


them. 1 
If this then. is our r Caſe, N the rt 


ſetting out in a War, what have we to expect 


in its Progreſs? If in the firſt Vear 1 the 


War the great and experienced Financier of 


this Country cannot find a proper Fund for 


the raiſing Two Millions; what ſhall we do 


2 the neceflary Expences, even of the 


| moſt ſuccesful. War, may compel us to 


double or perhaps treble the Draughts now 
made on the People. This, in my Opinion, 


is 2. ySry. ſcrious and melancholy Reflection. 


I hope it will have its Weight every where 3 
but particularly THERE, where Conſiderations 
of this kind wah. to have, the greateſt 
Weight. ee 

This Vear e we 1 hows fortunate 
enough to obviate the Difficulty. . They who 
by way of Reproach are [ the Diſturbers 


of G overnment, . have this Year. done the 


Buſineſs, of Government; I; mean of the 
Britiſh Government, and perhaps they have 
not ſtudied the Buſineſs of any other. The- 
9. the conſtitutional den which they 

have 
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Skill of the Miniſter. | The. ſactivus have 
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this. Praice in Times pb, ne 1 think 


Cres no mould be — 
Drop: of Water thrown into Teacher 811 


dhe Tax: « on 8 Plate | is, agent. The In- 
tereſt of the two Millions borrowed amount 


to 0, O00, per Ann. the additional Duty on 
Cards, and Dies it is agreed il 


and thus much Waben 4 to the 


ggeſted, and the Propoſal is. approved, to 
lay, a Duty of twenty Shillings by Wey of 
Stamp on the Licenſe of every publick Ho 
in Great- Britain. This will produce 80, 0 0¹. 
r. Ann: fo that there will be #'-Surptus-.of, 
20,000). to g by Way of Addition to the 
finking Fund: What need then is there, of 
any More Funds t9 mortgage? 53 32188 — 

It has been objected, that this: may pere 
haps prove a.deficient Fund. When Calcula- 


tions are made beforehand. of the:Producgiof 
ad at Random. 
The 


Funds, they are general l ＋ 
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factüre? No Matter What becomes af it, 
ſince it muſt certainly be v very detrimental; to. 
the Publick, by tempting People to board, 
what, it ſeems, it is for; the good. of - 125 
Pays to have brought into Serge. 


ble and abinſal Article of 7 650 


75 
"ip 
iv 
* 
| 


e Mans 5 pm. 8 
n * 0 222 OE AIP — IO: 
7 $0 OBO LORE EE on” * N N ef 2 


of Tndividuals has "conſtantly been re pane 19) | 


The vhs t 15g 9925 5 ben, et Hine; 

ſerial Politicians 1 18 to de eftfoy, the Ma 9 5 o 

tie of Silyer'in this Country. 7 3 h 

[= 1 8 5 the Bob ks I 4 80 ever read © on i theſe 
Sijetts, 1e Stock of Plate in the Hands. 


a Part of the national Wealth, and it has 
been Eſteemed a Happineſs to any Country 
een the Individuals were poſſeſſed of great 

Quantities of this dormant Wealth. Some 
Years flace the Genoeſe forbid the Uſe of. 
3 reſen Porcelain. And they did it wich EY 
0 iew..of retraining” the growing Faſhion 0 
Je 58 Silver Plate, which had a real Value, 
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and the Keep ping for private Uſe this Porce-. 


lain, . che Vatac of which was Ima gane * 


mut hot pteſume to fay the G50 e | 
wWllely in n prohibiting this hoarded We ; 
from being brought into Circulation, but 


ther 


they acted fortunately, for I have been told 4 


that ſince that Time, the Genoeſe have, in 4 
conſiderable Degree, at two different Pe. 
25575 Vente their Preſervation to this dor- a 
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{ 26 J 
differs from that of any other: I think it 
does, in the abſolute Neceſſity we are under 
to have this dormant Wealth twice as great 
in this Country as in any other. The pe- 
cie of every other Country carries on its Cir⸗ 
culation and is proportioned to its Wants, We 


have no Treaſure of this Sort. We have ng | 


Money. The Circulation of this Country is 


| carried on by Paper. How ſoon may the 


imaginary Value which: publick Credit gives 
to that Paper, be deſtroyed and annihilated. 
The firſt real Diſtreſs we feel the Phantom 
vaniſhes. What then becomes of our Circu- 
lation ? How is it to be carried on ? Why the 
Silver and Goldof Individualsmuſt come fo the 
Mint. I do not mean that it muſt be brought 
by Order of the Publick, for there will be no 
Need of ſuch Order, nor will the Individual 


bring it from publick Spirit: In theſe DaysI 


expect little from publick Spirit: But he will 


bring it for his own Convenience. It has in- 


deed been ſaid, that in a Time of Diſtreſs he 
would bury it. That is impoſſible. Who- 
ever has a Hoard of Money and a Hoard of 


Plate, may bury his Plate while his Money 
laſts. But the Moment his Money is gone o 
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Ch LIES we throw at once a great 5 15 
tity into the Market, ſhould it fall in Value 
from the Glutt even ſo little below the coin 
age 'Pric „ it will come inſtantly to the Mint. 
: The ts Y ope 0 of Gain will tempt in this Inter 
what t Neceſſity compelled in the other. The 
Bullion will be coined, and unfortunately ( out 
Silverzcoin bears ſo ill a Proportion to Gold, 
my the, Moment we have more than is ne 
do our Circulation, it is ſent abroad to” 
285 M Lofs, a as Was "manifeſt i in the Caſe of the 
Lima f during the laſt War. 
Cc The 


- 90 U 1 
-— — 4 2 


n t- * "OTE 
ECT Ee me. 
— cw I 
OREN WOES" — — 1 9 


— — 
— — 22 
— 
— 2 a> ER 
— — ne 


— <2 es Ao I ee 


— 


a. 
— = 
— 

— 


— —ͤ—ͤ 

IF ESE” 
— 
— 


* 3 

- - 1 

— — — — — — 

0 — ps = _ 

— —  —— = — — — — 
* 1 «„ Gene CO — — nv ie — ow —— — — r — 


— — * 
— —— — EE ENCY - * 
— — — - 
— Er Ma 
— — — 
„ - <a — 


== 
——— 


— —ũ« 
— +. 9 — 


I 

—— 

— K 525 

NN 
yy wagon 


* aq ” — wa — 
—— — _ 
1 
1 


N. 


—X 
—— — — — ——— SD 


E 
5 841 
© x 
4 
4:7 
1 
* 
. 
* 
5 
4 


ne 1 err l. 
77 
2 

: 
, 


+ 18 ] 
The Poſſibility of this Kappadda, has 
been allowed by ſome of our Revenue Politi- 
cians, who with demure and ſolemn Coun- 
tenances aſk, Where is the Harm if our Sil- 
ver is forced abroad ? The Ballance of 
Trade, fay they, will always draw Trea- 
ſure after it: And if we keep the Bal- 
lance of Trade, Silver will ſoon flow back 
upon us; and if we do not keep the Ballance 
of Trade, we cannot keep our Silver ; for it | 
muſt be ſent abroad to pay our Debts.” When 
they have argued thus profoundly, they ſtand 
aſtoniſhed at their own Wiſdom, and leave 
others aſtoniſhed at their F utility. 
It is moſt antiently true, that whatever 
Country has the Ballance of Trade will have 
an Influx of Treaſure, and the Silver we have 
among us, is the Produce of our Gains by 
Trade. I hope too, that the Ballance of 
Trade is ftill in our F avour, and then what- 
ever Treaſure this Tax ſends abroad, will in 
a due Courſe of Time find its Way back a- 
gain. ' THEREFORE we muſt voluntarily ex- 
poſe ourſelves to a diſadvantageous Species of 
Traffick, becauſe upon the whole, Trade is 
in our Favour : This is juſt as if I ſhould ſay 


to a Man who had laid up 10,000/. by a 
gain- 


8 6 yr SS SS 


[ 19 ] 
gainful Courſe of Trade; throw it all into 
the Sea, for if your Trade is againſt you, it_ 
will be of no Uſe, ſince you muſt part with 
it to pay your Debts, and if your Trade is be- 
neficial in a few Years, you will be worth 
10,000). again. Such is the Knowledge of our 
preſent Financiers in the Principles of Trade 


and Commerce. 
What Quantity of Silver will be thrown 


Into the Market in Conſequence of this Tax 


it is hard to determine. That great Quanti- 
ties muſt come is certain. All the Infants ]. 
Plate will be fold, What Guardian will for 


twenty Years together pay Taxes for Plate, 


Nay it is inſiſted on by the Miniſters that this 
Plate ought to be ſold, and they rejected a Pro- 
poſition calculated to prevent it. Beſides this, e- 
very Family almoſt is poſſeſſed of ſome Piece or 
other of ſuperfluous Plate, and this they will 
ſell in Order to bring their Quantity below 
the next hundred Ounces, The Tax there- 
fore is impolitick. Y 

Let us conſider it next as a Tax of Revenue. 
All Taxes of this Nature ought to be gene- 
ral and equal. I admit that all Taxes are fi- 


aſh; paid by a that the ſooner you 
can 
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can get at the Property the better, and that 


thoſe Taxes are beſt of all which are laid on 
zt the Fountain-head, I will even go fur- 
ther and conſider this a little abſtractedly. I 
will allow, that every Man in England may 
perhaps be poſſeſſed of Plate in Proportion to 
his Property; conſequently this Tax tho 
laid nominally on the Plate, is really a Tax 
on the Property. In this View of it, if there 


dere no collateral Confiderations of the Nature 


of thoſe I have already mentioned, the Tax 
would be wife and Politick, provided it could 
be equally and fairly collected. But this is 
the very Thing which never can be done by 
the propoſed Law, and therefore the © [2 Fax be- 
ing unequal, the Law is unjuſt. 

When this Tax was firſt opoltd, the 
Propoſer admitted that the Publick ought not 
to count upon more than one half of what it 
ought to produce, the other half being to be 
deducted for Frauds, Frauds will be com- 
mitted in the Collection of all new Taxes, 
and thoſe are beſt which are liable to 2 
Frauds. But before this Day, did 
ever ſtand up, and propoſe a Tax o Reve- 


nues, as juſt, general and equal, with an 
x Ac- 


Car] 
Acknowledgment in his Mouth, that it 
would be evaded by one half of the Ob- 
jects of it. I ſay then, it is a publick Injury 
on- the other half, and it is an Injury of the 
very worſt Sort, fince the Burthen will be 
_ impoſed upon the worthy, and the unwor- 
thy will eſcape it. It is not even pretended 
by the Advocates for this Tax, that the Col. 
lection of it ever can be enforced. It is an 
Exciſe-Duty, without the Benefits of an Ex- 
eiſe. Why do Exciſe-Duties produce ſuch 
large Revenues? Becauſe the - Viſitation of 
the Officer detects the Frauds. . But it is 
urged as the Merit of this Bill, that the 
Exciſe-Officer is never to enter a private 
Houſe. At preſent I know he. has no ſuch 
Power, nor is it fit that he ever ſhould, and 
therefore the Revenue never can be col- 
lected. There is but one Perſon who can 
enforce the Execution of the Law, and that 
is the Servant in every private Houſe who 
has the Cuſtody of the Plate, and who may 
Inform againſt his Maſter if he makes a falſe 
Entry. People were juſtly diſguſted, that in 
3 Family one Servant ſhould be choſen 
by 2 e 


Publick, to be a Spy on his Maſter, 
and 


[22] 
and to be encouraged by. publick Rewards 
to betray him. The Advocates for the 


Meaſure therefore have proved beyond Con- 


tradiction, that this Inconvenience is onlysi- 


maginary; for no Servant will inform againſt 


his Maſter, let the Reward be ever ſo great. 


The Laws againſt Exceſs in Gaming, and 
againſt the Uſe of Dice, or Games of Chance, 


inflict ſuch ſevere Penalties, that any Ser- 
vant who laid an Information, might thereby 


make a Fortune for Life. Yet is it not no- 


 torious, that theſe Laws are broke daily, and 


yet no Servant, no Tavern-Drawer, no Cho- 
colate-houſe-waiter, has ever dared to in- 


form ? This Law therefore will not be bet-. 


ter enforced than thoſe Laws, and then what 
becomes of the Revenue. Thoſe wha chuſe 
to enter their whole Quantity. of Plate may, 
and thoſe who will enter.a ſmall Part only, 


can never be detected. Where then is the 


Wiſdom of this Tax of Revenue. The Ad- 
vocates for it, have been compelled to own, 
chat it is only a Tax upon Honour, If the 
Principle is right, let it be purſued through- 
out, Let all the harſh, diſguſtful, penal 
Laws of Revenue be repealed, let the new 
Scent 


1231 

7 Scentt | in Financy be the Foundation of your 
Taxes, let the Cuſtoms, Exciſe, and every 
other Duty whatſoever, be collected upon 
Honour. 

You will think this a moſt wild and ab- 
ſurd Propoſition. I think ſo too, and I infer 
that what is ſo extravagantly abſurd in the 
General, will be a little abſurd in the Parti- 
cular. Indeed I think it impoſfible, that 
there can be a real Intention to ſufferitlong to 
ſubſiſt on ſo ridiculous a Foundation. And 
therefore ] inſiſt that it is of nn Ten- 
dency. | 
We are now defired to ſubmit to an Excifs 
Duty being laid on every private Family, allured 
by the Bait, that the diſagreeable Powers 
(which however conſtitute the whole Benefit 
of an Exciſe) will not be given. When we 
have given the Revenue, it will be mortga- 
ged to the publick Creditors, and when it is 

found, (as very ſoon it will be found) that the 

Produce of it is trifling, we ſhall then be cal- 

led upon to enforce the Law. We ſhall be 
told, that this Revenue was granted to ſup- 
ply the publick Neceſſities, that the common 

| __— depends upon the Produce of our 
| Finances, 
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Finances; which are the Sinews of War, 
that it was hoped that every one would 
have been honourable enough to have con- 
tributed his Quota, but that many are ſo 
wicked, as to evade the Law ; and therefore 
the wicked ſhould be compelled to comply 
with the Law. That there can be no Harm 
in an Exciſeman (who is generally an honeſt, 
civil Perſon) walking now and then into our 
Houſes. If we have obeyed the Law, he cannot 
| hurt us, and if we have diſobeyed it, we deſerve 
no Tenderneſs. Do not imaginethat this Sup- 
poſition is very unnatural. I am ſorry to 
tell you that I heard an Argument very ſimi- 
lar to it, urged in @ very large Company, by 
one of the moſt learned and eloquent of the 
miniſterial Advocates, and what is {till worſe, 
it was received with Applauſe. . He ſaid 
there was no Harm in offering Temptations 
to the Servants of private Families to inform 
againſt their Maſters. For if the Maſter o- 
beyed the Law, he was in no Danger fromthe 
Effect of the Information; and if he diſobeyed 
it, he deſerved to be in the Power of his Ser- 

vants, and Was ſo by the Laws now in being, 
if he committed Murder. The Argument 


[2s] 
was ſolemnly urged, and received with Shouts 


f of Applauſe, 
But this is not all which will be faid. We 


ſhall be told, that we have given this Tax 1 


as a Security to the publick Creditor ; ; and 
ſhall we be ſo unjuſt, ſo faithleſs, as to let 
it be evaded. The publick Creditor has a 

ight to the Tax; undoubtedly then, 
there muſt be a Power to collect it, other- 


| wiſe he has a Right without a Remedy, as 4 | 


we have deceived” him, and 2 bim a 
bad Security. e ke: 
Great Pains are taken to prove this is 


no Innovation, no Extenſion of Exciſe : * 


aht whoever talks that Language i to you, 
pays little Compliment to your Diſcernment. 
It is a moſt dangerous Extenſion of Exciſe, 
and is entirely without a Precedent. In the 
Courſe of this Letter you have ſeen I am 
no Enemy to Exciſes. I am a Friend to 
them under proper Regulations, becauſe the 
Revenues: are fairly and equally collected. 
But why change the Method of laying Ex- 


ciſes ? - Have we no exciſed Commodities 


now in the Kingdom? Soap, Candles, Tea, 
Coffer, Chocolate, ſpirituous Liquors. How 
 *IWO-L - are 
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are theſe Exciſes paid? By the Traders . 


Manufacturers, not by the private Conſumer. 


When a Man trades in a Commodity, and 


gets his Living by the Publick, the Publick 


has an equitable Right to expect that he 


ſhall ſubmit to ſuch Regulations as the Col- 
lection of the publick Revenue makes ne- 
ceſſary. But why is this Method of Col- 
lection changed? Whatever Exciſe Duty is 
fit to be laid on Silver, let it be collected 
from the Trader and Manufacturer. Why 


is every private Family to be made the 


Object of an Exciſe Law? This is a dan- 
gerous Extenſion of Exciſes, becauſe where 
private F amilies are ſubj ected to Exciſes, 
the Powers neceſſary to collect them n of 
Courſe be granted. 

hut it is urged, that we are nod i ex- 
ciſed in our Coaches, and therefore why = 
be exciſed in our Plate? It is true, 
have admitted the Exciſeman inte our i 
Yards, and ſhall we therefore admit him 


Into our Houſes? At preſent the Exciſeman 


has no Power to enter even the Coach. 
houſe, nor is it neceſſary to the Collection of 
the Revenue that be ever ſhould have that 
Power. 
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Power. The Tax may be equally and fair- 


ly levied without it, nothing being more 
eaſy than to know the Number of Carriages 


which any Gentleman uſes. But the Exciſe 


upon Plate cannot be fairly collected without 
Admiſſion into the Houſe, and even into 
the Cloſet, Such an Admiſſion I never will 
conſent to give, nor can I approve a Tax 
which can never be fairly collected without 


ſuch Admiſſion. 


Let us now conſider the 88 — this 


Tax. Juſtice and Policy oblige us to lay 


Taxes in the Way leaſt burthenſome to the 
People, and Prudence directs us to collect 
them by Methods the leaſt diſagreeable. 


This Tax will be very diſguſtful. There is 


2 great Difference, and I am aſtoniſhed the 
Managers of the Revenue are ignorant of it, 
between a Tax, which when once paid, the 


Party hears no more of, and a Tax which 


operates 2s an annual Diminution of the In- 


come. Whateyer Duty ſhall be thought 
neceſſary to he laid on wrought Silver, will 


be paid by the Conſumer in the Purchaſe 
of his Plate without repining, but if he is 


ſubjected to an annual Payment to the Tax 
3 D 2 in 


o 
„ 
n hs 
— 5 _ FER SAGE nts, ME OE TG OW Rags or ay es. — DEE IIED — ET EP IE * 
7 1099 ff N I 4 ans hr. Re Es PE N 6 
1 Ren 2 "x > + n . AD - =>. — 2 — « . ö LIED 3 4 * N "hou : ate” — PE dr ae: ny ” — = 
— j- no dS; r n . K ; oa ts. 5 * 15 © £ * — — — — 1 
— 4 N 8 838 — gn h 8 2 N Sx — 1 . a . N 
"OI 9 2 N „ 9 2 be 0 2 5 £4 1 * 22 2 — — „ * 
a = * —_— — A —=— r 7 ud * £4 P « 7 0 8 * 7 ** 2 
. 4 pong 5 3 . REY 7 2 7 1 a nme On Y 2 pt — . 
a 2 — — * „ ee #.F., "LO Woes ** » 
— > a os a * 5 : » ap» * 
* — . — DIETS N 7 K % 7 . my 8 
4 2 . nbc at Gan > WY PT * - 
ee * 1 
y Wo. 

: 0 

* 

* 


[28 } 

in hard Money, he will be diſguſted. 
When'a Tax' is blended with the Price of 

the Commodity, the Tax is forgot, or its 
Remembrance makes little Impreſſion. How 
uneaſy would the People be, if in all Arti- 
cles which pay Duties, they were to know 
exactly the Computation, how much they 
pay to the Tax, and how much for the 
intrinfick Value of the Commodity, How 


anxious are we to get rid of a Shilling in 


the Pound Land-Tax, tho' almoſt the Whole 


of the Shilling goes into the publick Coffers, 


and yet how quietly do we ſabmit to pay 
oppreflive Taxes and Duties on various 
Commodities, half of which is conſumed 


by the Tax-gatherer. Every Man who uſes 


a Hogſhead of Claret in a Vear, may pay 
perhaps ten Pounds for his Wine, and forty 
Pounds Duties. But he conſiders Claret as 


worth fifty Pounds the Hogſhead, and pays 


it without repining. But change the Man- 
ner of collecting this Duty, let him Pur- 
chaſe his Wine for ten Pounds, and let the 
Exciſeman Pay him an annual Viſit to demand 
the remaining Forty for his Leave to drink 


that — how * would it be 


thought. 
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thought. Many a one who now drinks his 
Claret in great Comfort, would never keep 


A Drop of it in his Houſe. He would 


drink Port out of Spirit, and would not ſub- 
mit to ſuch an exorbitant and oppreſſive 
Il do not undertake to ſay this Conduct is 
_ reaſonable, I ſay it is natural. And he who 
neglects the Study of Mankind, who refuſes 
to give Attention to their Paſſions and Ca- 
prices as well as to their Reaſonings, is not 
fit for the Government of Mankind. Our 
great Financiers are ſuperior to theſe little 
Conſiderations. | 
| © The Six-penny Duty now payable on 
Plate by the Manufacturer, brought in a 
Revenue of 19,0001. a Year (before the Pay- 
ment was evaded by Frauds) it is now re- 
duced- to 7,000/, per Ann. tho' ſince that 
Time the Quantity of Silver manufactured in 
the Country is immenſely increaſed, The 
Silverſmiths themſelves, I mean the honeſt 
Part of the Trade, have long been petition- 
ing to have theſe Frauds prevented, and 
they have propoſed a Plan for this Purpoſe, 
for the good Effect of which they will be 


re 


| 4 
| | 
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reſponſible. If therefore the Duty of Six- 
pence was encreaſed to Nine-penee an Ounce 


on wrought Plate, and colle&ed from the 


Manufacturers on ſych a Plan, and under 


ſuch Regulations as they are willing to ſyb- 
mit to, a Revenue of 30,000]. might be 
raiſed annually without the leaſt Danger to 
the Publick, or Diſguſt to Individuals, The 


Advocates for the preſent Meafure have 


never calculated, that it could produce more 
than 35,0007, and as it is new modelled, 
not ' more than 25,000/, Why then will 
they not adopt the other Propoſition. Let 


it be tried only 2s an Experiment, and if in 


a Year or two it does not anſwer, the Mi- 
niſters may at laſt have Recourſe to this dit- 
guſtful and dangerous Method. 


But they have, it ſeems, rejected this Al- 
ternative. Why they have done fo I have 


never been able to learn, but their Tena- 
ciouſneſs on the Occaſion has been pecyliar, 
Perhaps it is thought right to take Advantage 
of the Diſtreſs of the Times, in order to in. 


duce every private Family in the Kingdom 
to ſubmit to Exciſes, If this is the Reaſon, 


it is the ſtrongeſt Reaſon againſt the Tax. 
5 Or, 
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Or, perhaps, it is only a little Sacrifice to 


Honour. It may be thought neceſſary to 


the Honour of the Miniſter concerned to 
ſupport and carry into Execution ſome Part 
of his great Plan of Taxes, and not ſuffer 
the Whole of it to be rejected. If this is the 


' Reaſon, it is founded u pon a falſe Principle 
of Honour. When one is miſtaken, it is 


beſt to have Recourſe to the candid Com- 
paſſion of Mankind, than to expoſe oneſelf 
to their Reſentment and Indignation. I ſay 
this from my own feeling. Let it be ſaid of 


me, that I was weak and ignorant, but 


ſubmitted to Correction, rather than that I 
had added Obſtinacy to my Folly, and 


1 my Ignorance ww Violence. 
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